In my article last week, T described the advantages
of bamboo scaffolding for construction activities, but
also warned against their improper erection. mainte-
nance and use that lead to industrial incidents.

The Construction Industry Council is obviously
concerned with safety and have recently organized
a webinar to update and enhance knowledge to all
stakeholders with a view to manage the risks of use
of bamboo scaffolds.

First and foremost, it reminded all construction
personnel to strictly adhere to the Code of Practice
for Bamboo Scaffolding Safety. The code provides
details of design, construction and use of bamboo
scaffolding. and if properly observed, there should
be minimal risks of danger.

But, more importantly, other activities that it often
promotes should be observed. This includes design
forsafety. collaboration, safety anduse
of innovative technology.

CIC also promotes effective safety training to
those involved in construction and those using bam-
boo scaffolding.

To ensure proper control of these processes, it
organized a webinar on this subject and suggested
to limit the many layers of subcontracting. as too
long a list of subcontractors will render control and
supervision activities ineffective, severely affecting
the ability to preserve a high level of safety.

CIC chairman Thomas Ho On-sing. who has
been focusing on promotion of construction safety
all along, suggested three golden rules.

These are: to conduct dynamic risk assessment,
ensure on-site briefing and the need to stop work
immediately when undue risks are identified. All
agreed that, despite other precautions. the occurrence
of bamboo scaffolding incidents can be minimized if
these rules are observed.
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Also, before any bamboo scaffolding activities
commence , the authorized person or registered
structural engineer — or AP/RSE — the site agent and
the competent person in charge of the construction
of the bamboo scaffolds must meet to discuss and
agree to the design and the construction sequence,
especially the method of attaching lateral ties to the
building facade.

The council also promoted the establishment ofa
“fatal zone™ beneath the scaffolds, and to make sure
that no excavation work can be allowed beneath it.
Obviously, all must ensure the scaffolding is not
overloaded.

Sensors can be installed at the wall ties to fore-
warn any undue movements, whether they may be
due to unscrupul ices or incl weather.

To avoid the need to use the scaffolds to install
the last pieces of curtain walls, or to complete the
last stage of wall tiling or plastering, they promoted
the use of gondolas, after the scaffolds are removed.

Gondolas are almost standard provisions for tall
buildings, and they should be used for such purposes
rather than trying to complete the construction work
with bamboo scaffolding left hanging while some
lateral ties have been removed.

An often-related activity when using bamboo
scaffolding to install curtain wall panels is the lifting
activity of the removed panel during replacement.

Clockwise from above: a lifting
bag is used to remove damaged
panels, arecommended securing
method for lateral ties, a warning
to workers, and Thomas Ho
addressing the webinar.

CIC recommends the provi-
sion of a secondary lifting point
for more secure lifting activity.
The use of lifting bags instead
of lifting components on a flat
platform will also greatly mini-
mizerisks of falling objects to the
ground. These two points will significantly minimize
risks of falling objects when lifting.

Construction activities can be performed safely
when rules and codes are properly observed, but
unfortunately some workers, for expediency or to
save costs, often neglect the vital safety precautions.
With less than effective supervision. the risks could
become larger and larger, until incidents inevitably
occur.

‘With good promotion for design for safety, sound
planning of construction activities down to actual site
level under effective supervision, there is no reason
why construction activities cannot be conducted in
total safety.

Unfortunately. the complex and varied activities
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often require professional participation at all levels
and any lax action will severely weaken the inher-
ent safety system, g unfortunate incid

to occur.

‘When such incidents result in serious injuries or
fatality, the price becomes too high and must be pre-
vented. Even more serious is that, when bamboo scaf-
folds fall, they may even affect the life of passersby
who happen to be walking beneath them.

‘We must do our utmost to minimize future inci-
dents on construction activities. The price of human
life is too high for us to neglect them.

Veteran engineer Edmund Leung Kwong-ho casts
an expert eye over features of modern life

A celebration of sports, entertainment and commumty
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The world’s most innovative golf league, LIV Golf.
made a spectacular retum to Hong Kong last weekend,
celebrating one year since Bryson DeChambeau’s
Crushers team achieved a memorable victory at the
inaugural tounament held at the Hong Kong Golf
Club in Fanling.

This year’s event set a new standard by high-
lighting emerging talent and creating unforgettable
moments on a course renowned for world-class golf
inAsia.

Fanling’s historic Hong Kong Golf Club provided
the perfect backdrop for LIV Golf’s innovative for-
mat

Over three thrilling days, 48 elite players com-
peted ina 54-hole, no-cut tournament that highlighted
the league’s distinctive approach to the sport.

Players like six-time major champion Phil
Mickelson, reigning Open champion Cameron Smith,
and five-time major winner Brooks Koepka brought
star power to the event.

Fan-fa\ orite DeChambean, who called Fanlmz a

less gem” fori 1

joined global icons such as Dustin Johnson, Sergio
Garcia, and Patrick Reed in their pursuit of individual
and team glory.

The tournament’s team format heightened the
excitement, featuring 12 teams of four players vying
for supremacy. Fanling’s stunning scenery and stra-
tegically challenging layout created an environment

the team title as fans got a closer look at pl

Sergio Garcia was Hn toast of the tournament nft« vnn nmg individual I\onors and leading Firohalls to

Unlike traditional tournaments. LIV Golf’s
shotgun start allows all players to tee off simultane-
ously from different holes, ensuring nonstop action
throughout the day.

The event also offered more than just golf, with
a festival-like atmosphere, interactive fan Zones, and
activities for all ages. It was a celebration of sports,
entertai andc

where precision and creativity were just asi
as power.

Spectators enjoyed dramatic finishes and electri-
fying performances, reinforcing LIV Golf’s reputa-
tion as a league redefining the sport.

P

y-
Fireballs GC won the team event, with Garcia as the
individual winner. Stingers GC and Dean Burmester
finished in second place, Mickelson took third, while
his HyFlyers GC tied for third with Ripper GC.
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The total prize money amounted to US$25 million
(HK$195 million).

LIV Golf’s return highlighted Hong Kong s resil-
ience and ambition to reclaimits status asa global des-
tination for hosting major international competitions.

With Fanling once again at the center of the golf-
ingworld, Hong Kong affirmed its status on the global
sports stage, leaving fans eagerly anticipating next
year’s tournament.
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