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On August 19, n superyacht, Bayesian,
sank in a freak incident in the northern
const of Sicily near Porticello village

Marine incidents do occur once in
while, but this one was controversial as
the husband of the owner, Mike Lynch,
dubbed! Britain's equivalent to Bill Gates,
was on a cruise to celebrte his acquittal
from i serious fraud case when e sold off
his company to Hewlett-Packard, allegedly
at o mnch-inflated value.

The tragedy ended with seven casual-
ties: Lynch, his dmghlerumm anz.m

Nuts and bolts
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The Bayesian was anchored in
Porticello port when a freak storm devel-
oped nud it was hit by o waterspout, s mini
tomado, causing it to capsize and sink
within minutes (o the SO-meter-deep sea-

A superyacht seldom sinks, and even
irit cid it would take a long time before
water fillad up its holds to cause it to capsice
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Bloomer, his lawyer and their spouses
Mirnculously, wost of the crew members,
except for chelRecaldo Thomas, survived.

British dailies made much of the fact
that Stephen Chamberlain, former vice-
president of finance at Lynch's company,
died after being hit by a car while jogging
in Cambridge just two days betore the sink-
ing. He too was cleared in the fraud case.

What started off s a celebmtion cnuise
for the group ended up ina tgedy.

Ihe Bayesian was a S6-meter-long hux-
ury boat with a 72-meter aluminum sailing
mast, reportedly the tallest ofits kind.

It was launched in 2008, displacing
some 550 tonnes and had three decks with
six cabins, designed for hoarious cmising
for up to 12 guests and a crew of 10,

a multistory building suddenly

toppling over into the sea in cne piece

The Bayesian rescue operation was
extremely difficult

With dislodged firniture blocking
doors and entrances, trying to get to the
lower deck to rescue people at a depth of
50 meters wonld have been extremely dif-
ficult. The loss of life, especially of those
in bedroowm cabins, seemed unavoidable.

Soitis even more miraculous that twost
of the crew survived

However, half the guests, except for
Lynch's wife, a young mother, her infant
and three other guests, died.

No wonder [talian mnlwnnc; have

.

The Bayesian, main picture, is seen anchored on the night of August 18, hours before its sinking, which
sparked off an intense rescue operation that came with, below, a decompression (hnmbu.nd ended with the
deaths of Mike Lynch Aud his daughter. Far loft: the Bayesian with the wind in its salls. wur 35 AP L OOMALIG

Normally, when a yacht is anchored
due to bad weather, its crew shonld mount
awatch, mound the clock if nacessary.

The captain must ensure that all doors
and hatches mre tightly shut to ensure integ-
rity, as water ingress due o stormn or other
reasons can change its centers of gravity
and pressure, affecting navigational stabil-
ity and making it susceptible to sinking.

Cabins are designed 10 be in watertight
holds so that in the event one hold is tlood-
ed, the others are not affected and the vessel
should still stay afloat.

As the Bayesinn is # sailing boat with a
Trigh roest mnncd Deagee sandl, it hias s cleep kel to
maintain stability, counteracting the force
of the wind bearing on the sail

It is not certain whether the keel was

ded or retracted at the time, but if it

opened a manslaughter investi A
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teatns of British marine inspectors is also
conducting a parallel investigation.

were fully extended, the superyacht should
not have flipped over that quickly.

Video footage shows the mast's lights
going off first as the storm hit, minutes
before the Bayesian flipped over and sank
It is believed water had entered the engine
oot and flooded the electrical systenw

Had a lockout system been in place,
the assigned crew member should, when
the power was cut off, have tintely

ofattention as sotne of those who died have

Just been cleared of frand
Sea cises are enjoyable and often
loved by celebrities and the super-wealthy.
They are usually safe as superyachts
were built to very high safety standards,
maintained meticulously and operated by
ced crews, with no expense spared.

gathered everyone on deck with lifejackets
o1 1o prepare for an evacuation

The fact that all but one of the crew
members escaped unscathed but half the
guests drowned indicates that this standard
drill was not implemented.

Mere are some suspicions that the
doors and latches were probably not secure-
ly shut either.

The canses of the sinking will surface
once investigators have done their work or
in any ensuing legal proceeding.

The Bayesian tragedy is receiving a lot

Hu\ sinking is attrcting stiention and
We can expect more stones o emerge.

For the technically minded, however,
we believe it was caused by the carelessness
of the crew, with a few critical errors defeat-
ing the supposedly foolproof system inher-
ent in superyacht operational procedures.

It i o sadd but vital resminder 1o all tat
stringent safety practice is essential for sea
transport
Veteran engineer Edmund Leung
Kwong-ho casts an experteye over
features of modem life
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