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WE NEED TO GET GOING
WITH SMART MOBILITY

I normally write about
et & Nuts and bolts
already been com- : Y Edmund Leun
pleted, butas thisisthe k. 9 : .L
start of the year, | am 29 2 s
going to venture into
the future. already available, but theres alot ofroom
Thesecretaryforinnovationandtech-  forgrowth inantidipating next availability
nology has rolled out"Smart Gty 20°to  transport especially during rush hour and
propel us forward to being acityof tech-  in the event of emergency situations.
nology. | have confidence that the secre- To achieve this, not only do we need
tary, Alfred SitWing-hang, willbe ableto  running data from these major transport
lead us forward in these areas. companies, but also their contingency
‘We may have little hope of beating  plans in the event of unavoidable break-
Shenzhen as a city of technology - asit  downs
is already well advancad and 5G commu- Tomostofus, theavailability of datain
nication is already commonplace - but  thelattercasewill bemuch more vaiuable
therealotofareaswherewecancatchup. thanmoutineinformationwhidhcommut-
Although the Smart Gity 2.0initiative  erslikely already have in their memory.
comprises mobility, living environmen- As people begin to move and live out
tal, people, governmental and economic  of town, suchtrafficinformation becomes
aspects, | will only be commenting on  even more valuable, as minibus and bus
smartmobility here, asitaffectsourtrans-  service intervals will invariably be fewer.
port infrastructure. The availability of such data not only
For car drivers, we have already ben-  helps commuters, but also provides areli-
efited from the GPS system. With Google  able databaseforthe governmentto plan
Maps or AMAP, we are able toenjoyan  newfacilitieswith far greater accuracy.
online navigation system that guides us Such advanced technologies may
to the shortest and quickestroutetoour  already exist, but the implementation
destination, avoidingunnecessarypaints  depends mainly on the availability of
of congestion. 5G communication. Fortunately, the 5G
But we wouild also love tobeableto  network in Hong Kong is already in place
check the availability of parking spacesat  and|expect toseeexponential growth in
the nearest car park. To achieve this, we  Internet of Things applications for a vari-
will need cooperation from propertyown- ety of uses to our benefit
ersin releasing their valuable data. | can almost hear outcries from those
Sirnilarly, forthosetakingpublictrans-  who vehemently wish to protect their
port, wealreadyenjoy theconvenienceof  privacy and are unwilling to open up
the apps offered by various bus compa-  their traveling schedules and records for
nies and the MTR. But how nicewouldit  sharing.
beifwehad a combined app that allowed But such a selfish attitude will only
us to be able to find out which the most  curbourdesperately-needed progressin
convenient mode of transportis—beit  order to keep up with our neighbors. We
MTR, buses or minibuses. may have difficulties in competing with
And when thatis calculated, whereis  them, but let us notfall behind so far that
the nearest station orbus stopand how  we may becomeirrelevant soon.
muchtimedowehavetogettherebefore  Veteran engineer Edmund Leung
the next trainor bus arrives? Kwong-ho casts an expert eye over
We may think this information is HongKong's iconic infrastructure




