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Let’s make a stand
on both sides now
in escalator safety

: Nuts and boIts

Edmund Leung

Having written on the proper use of esca-
lators a few weeks ago, I see that MTR
Corporation is now promoting a new code
of escalator usage of “standing on both
sides,” replacing the established practice
of “standing on the right and walking on
the left.”

This is obviously more in line with pub-
lic safety requirements.

With public transport, whenever a pas-
senger comes into contact with moving
parts, there is always a safety risk that needs
to be managed.

According to Electrical and Mechanical
Services Department data, there were over
2,700 cases of escalator incidents in 2023.

‘What’salarming about this figure is that
it far exceeds the 1,000 incidents that had
occurred anmually between 2016 and 2022.

Most of these incid dasa

In Shanghai, such signs were removed
in 2012 and Nanjing followed suit in 2016.

London conducted an exercise in 2012
toban i 1 and the mumber
ofpeople“hodo 5o has since been reduced
by at least 28 percent.

In Saitama-ken, Japan. a new law ban-
ning walking on metro escalators was
enacted in 2021 and Nagoya followed suit

last year.

Itis olmous thatthe pracncc ofwallang
on d worldwide concem Also, tltcan'yingmpacityof ) infl these obj Tam
and various cities have either legislated to will be significantly ent d as througl llofusk peri dbeing pushed
banit orat leaststrongly discourage it many put will increase at least byn\oumeswuh by impati while standing
years ago. passengers standing on both sides. comfortably onthe left.

In response to a question from a
Legislative Council member. then-secre-

result of “careless or improperusage ™ rather
than machine failure or other canses.

Although walking on escalators has
been common formany decades, the recent
world trend is to discourage the practice.

InTaipei, walking onescalators in metro
systems has been banned since 2005, and
strong reminders are doled out, especially
when there are crowds, to ensure they stand
on both sides and not walk.

In Toronto, Canada, signs for “walking
on the left, standing on right” have been
removed since 2007.

tary for transport and housing Frank Chan

Travel times should only differ by a
few seconds and comfort, convenience and
safety are assured for everyone.

To get the public to accept the change to
their decade-old habit, focused and repeated
encouragement with active promotion are

Fan, stressed the need to change the practice To ensure safety, especially on long  required.
asearlyas 2017. escalators, the MTRC has already slowed ButTam optimistic that people whouse
‘Thisissue will only become more severe down some escalators. public transport will eventually understand
with our increasing number of seniors as It will also mobilize station attendants  that these changes are for their own good
they are more prone to tripping or falling Some people may argue that, withtwo ~ towamp not to run on escall andnot intended to interfere with their con-
through careless walking or colliding with  persons standing on eachstep, itcouldover-  and not lo use them when they are pushing ~ venience. When we must choose between
others carrying heavy loads in a hurry. load the escalator. But I can assure youthat ~ prams orcan'ymg large pieces of luggage.  safety and convenience, it is obvious that
Thisisevenmore important asapproxi-  railway system escal are designed for Engineering systems are designed with  priority has to be on the former.
mately 90 percent of daily travelisbypublic  heavy duty usage. In any event, that load safelyandeﬁicxamy inmind butoperators  Edmund Leung Kwong-hois aveteran
transport, of which about half is by railway.  will still be hgmer than the m nmst ¢ Iy monitor its actualusage  engineer with a wealth of experience
Thus, the risks apply toasignificant propor- walking as a d mic load by the public to ensure that safety willnot ~ acrossthe power, manufactu ringand
tion of residents. canbeat least two times that of astatic one. be compromised. Unfc 1y, user habits tionind

TOP MUSICIANS DO HONG KONG PROUD

After recently conducting the Swire Symphony Under
the Stars, Elim Chan retumed last weekend to lead the ~ BerNARD CHARNWUT CHAN.
Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra in two exhilarating

ing classical masterpieces with contemporary works.
Beyond her artistic achievements, Chan is passionate
about making classical musnc more accessible. She

concerts and enchant audiences.

The conductor was born and raised in Hong Kong. She began her
musical journey at the University of Hong Kong before attending the
Royal Northern College of Music in the UK. There, she developed a
unique artistic voice, quickly gaining recognition for her exceptional
musicality and leadership.

Chan was the Principal Conductor of the Antwerp Symphony

actively engages in to inspire
young musicians and nurture the next generation nofalent.

Last weekend's concerts opened with the world premiere of ... aux
cendres, study II for d by the d local talent
Angus Lee. A conductor, flautist and educator, Lee graduated from the
Hong Kong Academy for PerfomnnnAns and the Royal Amdcmy of
Music. His wm‘kreﬂecls adeep to. y

Orchestra from 2019 to 2024 and the Principal Guest Cond of the

| skills as a composer. -

Royal Scottish National Orchestra from 2018 to 2023. After her highly
praised debut with the BBC Symphony Orchestraat the 2023 BBC Proms,
Chan refumed to condnuct the orchestra again during the First Night of
the Proms in 2024.

Leeis curremly an assistant lecturer in the Department of Music at
the University of Hong Kong and teaches woodwind chamber music at
the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts.

The weekend concerts continmed with Tchaikovsky's Violin Concerto,

Her guest ductis have included collab with

highlighting the talents of Canadian violin superstar James Ehnes, who

the London Symphouy Omhestm. the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic
Orc and the Melb hony Orchestra. Theyoung conduc-
tor is particularly noted for her innovative programming, often blend-

\\nsumned(hamophme Magacine’s Artist of the Yearin 2021.
The evening culminated in a profoundly moving performance of
Prokofiev's Fifth Symphony.

Elim Chan and Angus Lee set the stage ablaze. asrxp0

Chan is a pioneering figure in classical music, and her achievements
highlight the rich musical talent emerging from Hong Kong. The oppor-
tunity to showcase two of our leading talents, Elim Chan and Angus Lee,
during the 35th anniversary of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre, was a
source of immense pride for everyone in the city.

Bernard Ch hanls of Culture &Arts ColLtd
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